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It is difficult to realize that three months have elapsed since my last Newsletter, 
more difficult still to compress the story of those months into one letter, for thzy 
were’ exceptionally busy months, It seemed that as the time for our departure drew 


nigh, each of us wanted to cram into the days that remained as much activity as 
possible, 


- 


The first break in the School family came early in April when Dr, Pritchard left 
for home, after bringing the Jericno excavation to a close, His depar‘ure was 
keenly felt by all members ofthe School, His unfailing sense of humour haa kept 
the morale of the School high, vuhile his guidance in matters aracheaological. hz4 


been invaluable, Speaking for myself, I can oniy say that no Director coulc. have 
wished fora finer a nd more competent colleague, 


The day following his departure the Ogdens and Lehmangs also left; Those of us wno 
remained had little opportunity of indulging in regrets for long, for the very’ 
next day we left for Dhiban to resvme the excavation begun there last November, 
The Mortons and Tushirsiams were away in Irac, and Father Murphy in Syria, but 
with Mr, Paramki, Lucetta Mowry, and R.B.Y.Scott available 

decided to begin operations right away, The following week the ahsentees would be 
back, and Professor Welter Williams of the Iliff Schcol of Theslogy, Denver, (4a 


Honorary Lecturer of the School), was expected to arrive any day. Hence we would 
not lack for reinforcements, 


‘ 


for service, it was 


We started work with about thirty-five men and gradually stepped up the number to 
eighty-five, We had brought alcng four picked men from our Jericho excavation tv 
act as gang=-foremen, a measure which proved very helpful in speeding up the temcu 
of the work, News of our undertaing spread rapidly and men began flociting in from 
near and far looking for employment, Many of them were refugees from Palestine, 
Tll-feeling soon arose between the local inhabitants and these outsiders, Figlits 
broke out on the mound and we found it necessary to keep the two groups apart as “ 
far as possible, Ultinately we had to restrict our hiring to the lcecal inhabiterits. 
lazy as they were, Each Monday mcerning a great assembly gathered on the outskirts 
ef the camp in the hope of repiacing the gocd~ior not.aings who had been discharged 
the previous Saturday, The uproar which ensued when most were turned away would 
have made one despair of his life, if he had not grown accustomed to Arab ways, 


It will be recalied that last November we cleared an area outside the eastern wall 
of the city with the intention «sf using it as a dump when we came to dig inside, 
But the discovery of an imposing ancient tower and of a still more imposing wail 
prevented the realization of this plan, Hence the dirt had to be carried farther 
afield, but in a surprisingiy short time two quite impressive dumps acpeared on the 
edge of the mound, ‘the area available for excavation inside the easte:n wall <s 
limited by the presence of nuncrous modern burials, Some of these it was necessary 
to move, The local workmen raised no objection to this disturbance of the gravis 

of their ancestors so’long as it was done by themselves, One of the men infortd ur 
that some graves we were about to disturb were those of his mother, his sister, au 
some other relatives, H e helped us put the bones in baskets and caryy them cov: 
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to a cemetery at the foot of the mound where they were re~interred, 


On week-ends some of the expedition staff usually returned to Jerusalem, “Those who 
stayed used the opportunity to wisit the surrounding country, For example, one 
Sunday Bill Morton rode on horseback to Machgerus and back, a trip which occupied 
eleven hours, if I remember rightly, and which almost incapacitated certain parts 

of his anatomy for three days, Days when it wes too windy to work on the mound also 
gave the staff an opportunity to do a bit of s:ighte-sceing, One afternoon we went to 
tAratir (the biblical Aroer), situated on the edge of the great Mojib (Arnor) 
canyon, Nothing I had ever read about this site had prepared me for the breath- 
taking magnificence of its location, Another cay we drove’to Umm er-Rasas, a 

walled city of early Christian date, now entirely deserted, 


It was while some of us were visiting Umm er—Rasas that’the most exciting find was 
made at Dhiban, and, as the irony of fate would have it,’it was made not by a 
member of the expedition staff but by a visiting student, Richard Palmer. Palmer 
was being shown over the mound by John Thompson when his eye detected a piece of 
inscribéd basalt lying on the ground. The characters were soon recognized to’ be 
Moabite, Next morning a great hunt for further pieces of the stele took place, a 
hunt that went on imtermittently until the end of the dig, I think it safe to say 
that every piece of black basalt on the mound = and there were many - was turned 
over and examined, “About a hundred yards from the spot where the inscribed frag-~ 
ment was discovered, Mrs, Tushingham found a piece of basalt so highly polished 
that it mst have belonged to a stele but there were no letters on it. A few days 
later my wife and I picked up two similar pieces at the south end of the mound, 
whereas the Others had been found at the north-east’ side, Some time later Miss 
Mowry and Mr, Baramki discovered two further pieces, also uninscribed, The fact 


that the texture of some of these pieces differs raises the hope that more than one 
inscribed stele existed at Dhiban, 


a 


The day after the inscribed fragment was found, dis aster struck, The cook-tent 
caught fire and burned to the ground, We rushed down from the mound but there was 
nothing we could do, Omar, the cook, had one hand badly burned in trying to put 

out the fire and to salvage some of the contents of the tent, After applying 

first aid, we sent him to the government doctor at Madeba, only to discover that the 


doctor had no medicine for burns] In the morning we took him to the Italian hospi-~ 
tal at Amman, 


The big event at the School during April was the arrival of the President and Mrs, ° 
Kraeling. As I believe Dr. Kraeling has sent out a newsletter dealing with his trip, 
I shall not risk repeating what he has said, I am sure that the School will benefit 
mich from the intimate knowledge of its affairs and problems gained by the President 
through this personal contact,’ It was both an honour and a pleasure to have him and 
Mrg,Kraeling pay us this visit, 


This year the Samaritan Passover fell on April 19, As the School was giving a re- 
ception for Dr. amd Mrs, Kraeling on the 20th, it was decided to close down the dig 
for four days in order that everyone might attend these two events, Two'carloads 
drove up to Nablus on the afternoon of the 19th and ascended Mt, Gerizim, Fifteen 
or twenty other cars were already there, The area near the Samaritan sacred site 
was covered with the tents in which the Samaritan community was living during the 


festivé season, We called on Kahin Amran to pay our respects and were ushered into 
a tent, On being confronted with 4 request for baksheesh we hurriedly backed out 
and wandered off to see’the sights, In one spot there was a deep pit in which a 
fire was burning. This, we discovered, was the oven where the sacrifices were to 
be cooked. In a long ditch there was another fire over which two cauldrons of 
water were being brought to the boil. Towards sunset chairs were produced and 
placed in a semi-circle, We were invited to sit but preferred to stand, The Samar- 
itan priests and elders then appeared in their’robes and turbans, spread small rugs 
on the ground, and knelt facing the spectators, as though their prayers were to be 
addressed to the audience rather than to the Deity, This initial suspicion was not 





lessened by their behaviour in the ceremony which followed, Just who gave the 
signel to start the chanting I do not know = Oriental ceremonies have a habit of 
starting without warning — but all at once those kmeeling in front of the audience 
were chanting. Then from over at the trench with the steaming cauldrons, some 
young men dressed in white pantaloons and red fezzes (and many of them with red 
hair) began an antiphonal chant, Shortly before this started, the shéep which were 
destined for the slaughter and which were being watched by some boys, begen to 
suspect that scmething unpleasant was brewing and made a dash for it down the 
hillside and there was considérable excitement on the sidelines while the said 
sheep were being re-collectec, But little asideg like tnis do not seriously dise 
turd an Oriental ceremony which has none of the rigidiify of a Western ceremony, 
The chanting gradually increased in tempo and volunc, <t was evident that a climax 
was being reached. The sight of the sheep being dragged over near the bouling 
cauldrons confirmed that impression and the spectators pressed in that direction 
to see what was going to happen, Each group of young men took a sheep, thén as the 
chanting reached a crescendo. the knives flashed and the sheep were slain, Iv 
seemed as if the wild chanting had been deisgned to drown out the’crics of the 
victims, The Samaritan Passover is a primitive, barbaric survival, but it at least 
gives one some idea of what an ancient sacrificial ceremony was like, The careases 
were now dipped in the boiling water; then began the jlong process of plucking ot 
the wool, “After that the carcases were strung up in order that the entrails might 
be removed, Then each enimal was spitted on a long pole, preparatory’to being 
placed in the deep piteoven where it would be cooked for three hours, The night 


air was cold on top of the mountain and we did not wait for the conclusion of the 
ceremonies, We had seen enough] 


The excavation at Dhiban came to an end on the 26th of May, A report of’our finds 
will be published in the Bulletin. The staff motored back to Jerusalem, leaving 
Omar and the four Jericho men to load the equipment on to the truck and return in 
the morning. But fearing that the Bedouin would molest them during the night, they 
hastily packed up as soon as we were out of sight and followed us to Jerusalem 
where they arrived about two ofclock in the morning, 


The following evening I returned to Amman to go with Mr, Harding on an expedition 
to southern Transjdrdan to hunt Thamudic (early Arabic) inscriptions, I took Imran 
along with me as driver and cook; Mr, Harding took an Arab friend named Hasan, 
Some distance south of Matan the road brought us to the top of the Neqb esh-Shtar 
pass, Here an entirely new world unrolls before one's view - a region quite 
unlike anything else to be seen in Transjordan, It is as if a picce of the moon's 
landscape had been transported to earth = a great flat plain out of which rise’ 
innumerable pinnacles of rock, hewn by the wind into the most fantastic shapes, 

We had hoped to reach Jebel Ram by nightfall but when by four o!clock we had got 
only as far as the police post at Quweira we decided to spend the night there 
rather than attempt the sand ahend in the few remaining hours of daylight, Behind 
the police post is a large ancient reservoir which is still in’use. In fact, it had 
been filled to the brim by a heavy rain only a few days before, 


The following morning we proceeded on to Jebel Ram, experiencing only moderate 
difficulty with the sand, There is a police post at the foot of the mountain but 
it is dwarfed into complete insignificance by the great rocky mass behind it, The 
police received us very cordially and placed the officers! quarters at our disposal, 
After sipping the inevitable three cups of coffce, we walked up the side of the 
mountain to a place where a spring’trickles out into a fern-embroidered pool, This 
was a sacred spot to the Nabateans, as it attested by Nabataean inscriptions carved 
on the rocky ledge above the pool and by the symbol of the goddess Allat carved to 
ome side, After refreshing ourselves at the pool and copying some Thamudic inscrip- 
tions in the vicinity, we visited a Nabataean temple nearby, “his temple was 
exeavated by Mr. Horsfield and Pére Savignac some years ago, One would like to know 
if this region was sacred before the Nabataean era and whcther the mountain itself, 





- 
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as well as the springs near its base were sacred, If its sanctity dates back to 
ancient times, could this be the sacred mountain to which the Israelites fled when 
they escaped from Egypt? Certainly in moving beyond 'Aqaba to the land of Miaian 


they must have come this way. I would like to have climbed to the top of Jebel Ram 
but we did not have the time, 


In the afternoon we explored the cliffs bordering the valley farther down and 
succeeded in finding a number of Thamudic inscriptions,The next morning the police 
loaned us camels for an inscriptional hunt farther afield, And what gorgeously 
caparisoned cameis they were, with their brilliantly colored saddle-bags ani their 
long, colored tassels, These men of the Desert Patrol have learned that respect 
for the law can be engendered as much by an awe-inspiring appearance as by resort 
to arms,The ride through this fantastic wilderness in the early morning light was 
a memorable experience, After an hour's ride we halted at a small Nabataear fort 
situated at the edge of the valley, We wondered how the Nabataean police had man- 
aged to exist in such a spot, but a careful search of the terrain disclosed the ° 
remains of a small reservoir which had served to collect the occasional rainfall, 
like that at Quweira, These police posts had helped to preserve law and order in 
the desert in the old days and kept the trails safe for caravans, Farther on we 
discovered a place where there were a lot of Thamudic inscriptions but many of 
them were so weathered that they were beyond recording, Farther up this vailey 
we came to a great cleft in the mountain where the Nabataeans had erected a dam, 
Did caravans come this way, or was this designed simply for the use of the 
shepherds? I have again and again been impressed during my travels through Transe 
jordan this year with the remarkable pains taken by the Nabataean government to 


conserve the water supply of its domains, The modern government of the same area 
could learn much from its predecessor, 


From’this dam we rode for another hour to another dam, also of Nabataean workman=- 
ship, Here we stopped for lunch, and I had my first drink out of one of those 
skin-hottles which the Bedouin use, I found the water quite palatable, although 
I was so thirsty that I would have drunk anything, The return journey in the heat 
of the day was most exhausting, Six hours on the back of a camel on a hot day is 
guaranteed to wear the upholstery off the seat of any novice, and when another 
camel-ride was proposed for the following day, I turned thumbs down, I was quite 
content to let the number of inscriptions which we had collected remain at fifty, 
The following morning we headed in the comfort of a car = or in such comfort as 
our physical condition would permit -’for 'Aqaba and the healing waters of the Gulf, 
As ie drove down the narrow Wady Ithm, the sight of uprooted blocks of asphalt 
pavement gave one some idea of the difficulties in the way of linking Ma'an and 
tAgaha by rai. It is evident that on occasion raging torrents sweep down this 
narrow pass, ‘Aqaba was hot but after the desert it was delightful to be able to 
sit’under the palms along the beach and sip iced drinks and to go swimming in the 
Sea 

On June 2nd I was back in Jerusalem and there followed six hectic days of packing 
and winding up School affairs, The Board had appointed Dr. Tushingham as Acting 
Director for the summer, and I was happy in the knowledge that the School was 
being left in god hands, It has been a wondorful year, and I am very gratcful 
for the opportunity which has been mine, Whatever has been accomplished has been 
due in large measure to the splendid co-operation which I received from my 
colleagues, Jim Pritchard and D.C:Baramki, and from the four Fellows, Lucetta 


Mowry, Father Murphy, Bill Morton, and John Thompson, May the future bring them 
all mich happiness} 


Fred, V. Winnett, Director, 





